
2019 NCFPW Meeting Information 
 
Thank you for registering for the 2019 NCFPW Meeting! Here is some information on the 
meeting and the surrounding area. 
 
The meeting will be held at the Morton Arboretum in Lisle, IL, 25 miles from downtown 
Chicago. The Morton Arboretum is an internationally recognized nonprofit organization 
dedicated to the planting and conservation of trees. Its 1,700 acres hold more than 222,000 live 
plants representing nearly 4,300 species from around the world. https://www.mortonarb.org 
 
If you will be driving to the meeting, please inform the person at the gatehouse that you are 
with the North Central Forest Pest Workshop and they will let you in for free.  
 
 
 
General Schedule 
 
Monday 9/23/19 

Meet and Greet/Afternoon Morton Arboretum exploration on your own 
 
Participants arriving early or staying on after the meeting can explore the grounds by car or on 
foot. Here are maps and directions to the Arboretum Grounds: 
https://www.mortonarb.org/visit-explore/plan-visit/maps-and-directions 
 
You can also join the troll hunt:   https://www.mortonarb.org/events/troll-hunt 
 
We would also  like to invite people arriving on Monday to take advantage of the Tram Tours 
which happen throughout the afternoon (schedule TBD) for which we will have vouchers for 
interested people (https://www.mortonarb.org/events/acorn-express-tram-tours).Please let us 
know on the registration form if you will be taking advantage of this so we know how many 
tickets to reserve.  This will be followed by a Meet and Greet at the Visitor Center Sycamore 
Room (across the entryway from the main Visitor Center) from 5-7 pm. Light snacks will be 
available, but dinner is on your own. The Visitor Center is the large building with the parking lot 
that is directly in front of you after you drive through the gatehouse and stop at the stop sign.  
 
 
Tuesday 9/24 -Thursday 9/26 

The meeting will be held at the Thornhill Education Center (see attached map). Field trips will 
be on the Arboretum grounds on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons. On Tuesday, we will 
have a group dinner at Thornhill, but Wednesday dinner will be on your own. Lunch will be 
provided Tuesday and Wednesday. We will have only light breakfast items available in the 
mornings, so please take advantage of your hotel’s continental breakfast.   
 

https://www.mortonarb.org/
https://www.mortonarb.org/visit-explore/plan-visit/maps-and-directions
https://www.mortonarb.org/events/troll-hunt
https://www.mortonarb.org/events/acorn-express-tram-tours


 
Directions 
Located 25 miles west of Chicago, The Morton Arboretum—4100 Illinois Route 53 in Lisle, IL 
60532—is just west of Interstate 355 and north of I-88 on Illinois Route 53 (sometimes known 
as Lincoln Avenue or Lincoln Highway). 

Westbound I-88: Exit north onto Route 53. Proceed north ½ mile to entrance 

Eastbound I-88: Follow signs onto southbound I-355 and exit immediately to westbound Ogden 
Avenue (Route 34). Continue west on Ogden Avenue to Route 53 north. Proceed north one mile 
to entrance. 

I-355: Follow signs and exit onto westbound I-88. Exit north onto Route 53; Proceed north ½ 
mile to entrance. 

The Arboretum is two miles from the Metra train station in Lisle (Burlington Northern stop). 
Arranging a ride service to and from the station is recommended.  

 
 
Airports 
Chicago has 2 main airports to fly into: 
 

O’Hare International Airport: 21 miles away, 25 minute travel time (without traffic)  
 

Chicago Midway International Airport: 29 miles away, 39 minute travel time (without traffic) 
 

Shuttles to and from The Morton Arboretum: https://www.airportexpress.com 
 

Keep in mind when planning your travel that travel times in the Chicagoland area vary wildly 
based on the time of day. We recommend avoiding rush hour if possible.  
 
 
Hotels  
Hyatt Lisle 
We have a block of rooms reserved at the Hyatt Regency Lisle for a reduced rate of $114/night. 
Last date to reserve a room to take advantage of this rate is 9/4/19. 
 
1400 Corporetum Drive, Lisle, IL 60532 
Phone: 630-852-1234 
1.4 miles from The Morton Arboretum. 
 
Hilton Lisle/Naperville 
3003 Corporate West Drive, Lisle, IL 60532 
Phone: 630-505-0900  
3 miles from The Morton Arboretum. 

https://www.airportexpress.com/


 
Sheraton Lisle 
3000 Warrenville Road, Lisle, IL 60532 
Phone: 630-505-1000 
3 miles from The Morton Arboretum. 
Other hotels are available in the Naperville Area as are a number of restaurants. 



Directions to Thornhill Education Center from the Gatehouse 

 
Enter The Morton Arboretum at our main entrance gate on Illinois Route 53 and Ginkgo (Park Blvd), about 1/3 

mile north of I-88.  

 
After leaving the gatehouse, stay to the right and turn right at the stop sign. 

 

Proceed under the Route 53 bridge, continuing west (stay to the right) on the one way road.   Go over the river and 

continue up the hill.   As you reach the top of the hill, you’ll pass the Thornhill Education Center on your left.   

Continue following the road, as it curves left to a stop sign.  Once you have gone through this stop sign, the parking 

lot (P-21) is about 100 feet up on your right. 

 

After parking in P-21, follow the way finding signs back to the Thornhill Education Center (just walk back to the 

road towards the stop sign you past on the way in, then through the column of trees leading up to the building, as 

indicated with blue arrows below).  

 

The Fragrance Garden is located just to the west of the Thornhill Building. 
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