Draft Minutes: August 2010 meeting of the Forest Pathology Committee of the American Phytopathology Society

The meeting was called to order by chairperson Paula Spaine in the Convention Center, Charlotte, North Carolina, at 8:35 am on Sunday August 8, 2010.

Old Business:

Introductions

Thanks to Ned and Linda, organizers of the field trip, and Kelly Ivors and Mike Benson

Previous years minutes approved

Outgoing members were recognized, incoming members include: Pauline Spaine (outgoing chair), Josh Bronson (chair 2011) Gary Chastagner, Ellen Goheen, William MacDonald, Yun Wu, Beatriz Perez, Maria Velez-Climent, Clarissa Balbalian, Kerry Britton, Brantlee Richter, Inga Meadows (vice-chair 2011), Steven Oak, Richard Sniezko, Patrick Sherwood, Carla Thomas, David Apple, and Ned Tisserrat.
New Business:

Steve Oak mentioned the changing of the name of H. annosum and wondered if it was a good idea?  He suggested there needs to be a distinction in the common name considering the 2 types.  Others considered the possibility of a nomenclature committee within APS.  It was suggested that Bill and Mateo write up a brief for next year and possibly something to put on the website. It was stated that consistency is important.

Sessions for this year: Forest Pathology is sponsoring or co-sponsoring 3 sessions.  It was noticed, as in years past, that there has been some difficulty with scheduling similar sessions at the same time.

Sessions for next year:  The forest pathology field trip in Hawaii 2012 will be initially organized by Phil Cannon.  Paula Spaine is organizing a special session on tropical forest pathology.  Tom Harrington is proposing a session on international trade and introduced pests; Jackie Fletcher has a similar idea.  Kerry Britton is putting together a large collaboration for a session on pathology infrastructure for prediction, prevention, and detection of non-native diseases.  Proposed title Know New Pathogens.  There was also a discussion for a session on emerging diseases and host-jumping, possible a discussion group.  This was decided to be discussed at the following years meeting.
Richard Sniezko mentioned that the upcoming Journal of Forest Pathology was a special issue and would focus on past and new research on white pine blister rust.  Also, he mentioned there would be a workshop on resistance to insects and diseases in forest trees in August 2011, probably the week before the next APS meeting.  The workshop will take place in Eugene, OR.

Remaining introductions were made for people who came in later.

Nominations were made for the upcoming year, Inga Meadows was elected to be vice-chair for the 2011 meeting, and chair in 2012.

Mo-Mei Chen discussed the opportunity for an exchange program for visiting Chinese forest pathologists and is very interested in finding hosts and fellow American forest pathologists to collaborate.  She would like to identify at least 4 American professors to exchange with a pathologist from China. “In-house” costs would be covered.  Possibilities include a 2-week stay and preparation of a lecture.
Josh mentioned that an APS Forest Pathology Facebook page exists, although there has not been much input on it.

Paula mentioned that we need an update on the forest pathology student travel fund from Mee-sook.

The meeting was called to close at 9:20 am.

Notes submitted by Josh Bronson, May 2011.
